Coronary revascularization in ischemic cardiomyopathy.
This article first discusses coronary artery disease, including left-ventricular dysfunction, hibernating myocardium, the relationship between stunning, hibernation, and heart failure, and molecular mechanisms underlying myocardial hibernation. Left ventricular function and the prognosis and pathophysiology of left-ventricular dysfunction are then examined. Selection of patients for revascularization is discussed, to include which coronary patients should be investigated for myocardial viability, and other surgical considerations are outlined. The outcome following revascularization in the heart failure patient, the results of revascularization, and the time course of functional recovery after coronary artery bypass graft are also covered.